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He__ HB129

My name is Cheryl Reichert and | reside in Great Falls. |drove here today to speak in
favor of HB 134. My background is as a medical doctor (pathologist) and as a Ph.D.
scientist (biochemist).

While HB 134 is broad and doesn’t specifically address the coal plant proposed
for Great Falls, the Highwood Generating Station serves as a tangible example
of why the consumer needs this kind of legislative action.

| am one of the founding members of Citizens for Clean Energy, a growing grassroots
network of concerned residents living in Northcentral Montana. We organized in opposition
to the coal plant. There are now more than 1200 people in our database, and our ranks are
growing daily. We come from diverse backgrounds and from across the political spectrum.
My mother was a delegate to the Montana Constitution, and she helped give us Article Il,
Sec. 3 right to “clean and healthful environment” and Article IX, section 1...”maintain and
improve a clean and healthful environment for present and future generations”. My
opposition to the coal plant is based not only upon health and environmental concerns, but
also on what | perceive to be a costly risky financial venture for our City.

At a informational Neighborhood Council meeting last year, | asked City Manager John
Lawton what happens if the coal plant becomes the supplier to city residents and the price
of its cost-based power is higher than power available from Northwestern, the current
default supplier. | expressed my concerns about the cost of transporting coal long
distances over captive rail services, the challenge of what to do with excessive off-peak
power (since this type of plant can’t be throttled back), and the added costs of a carbon tax.
| specifically asked him if the Public Service Commission (PSC) would intercede on our
behalf. The answer he gave me was the PSC has no authority over public utilities and as
Great Falls city lobbyist Joe Mazurek reiterated at the hearing on Monday, “local
governments that run utilities will be held accountable by their customers and don’t need to
be regulated by the PSC”. In other words, “don’t worry because we're an elected
nonprofit entity”.

Somehow | do not find that at all comforting. Great Falls residents do not want to be
unwilling “guinea pigs” forced to patrticipate in this experiment. Not trusting the will of the
people, our City surreptitiously removed our right to vote on this issue; the City has
repeatedly refused our requests to examine the financial documents that form the basis of
this experiment; there has been foot-dragging on a “Freedom of Information Act” request
that was submitted last fall by one of our attorneys.

It is not sufficient for the City to tell us they are well-intentioned; they are a vested interest.
The energy market place is rapidly changing, and in this arena they are amateurs. Even their
partner, Southern Montana Electric, has never generated a kilowatt of energy....they have
managed energy contracts, not electrons. They are proposing to build an older technology
plant that will be obsolete before it is completed and that will unnecessarily degrade our
clean air and blue skies.

| currently sit on one of the Technology Working Groups for the Governor’s Climate
Change Advisory Committee. A carbon tax is inevitable, and when it is enacted it will add
millions of dollars onto the cost of operating this albatross. It will not be paid by those
creating energy from wind, solar, or hydropower, and it will not be paid by the 21st century
IGCC coal gasification plants with carbon sequestration as promoted by our Governor.

The little people need the help of the Legislature and unbiased wisdom of the Public
Service Commission to help us navigate this morass. There needs to be escape clauses
for residential consumers ensnared by the billowing clouds of this coal plant.




House Bill 134 is not premature, because this year our City will attempt to sell bonds on
Wall Street to investors who need to know that the market for this electricity is not locked in
for the next 30 years. House Bill 134 may be a little rough around the edges, and | hope
the Public Service Commissioners will help the drafters do a little polishing. We hope that
you will vote to move it along in the process. House Bill 134 provides an important
educational opportunity for legislators and Montanans, and it deserves an open discussion.

For those who are interested in learning more about the concerns of our Citizens for Clean
Energy group, please visit our website at cce-mt.org.
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